Darwin L. Ritchey
Enlisted 9-13-43 as Pvt.
Corporal, U.S. Army Air Forces (AAF)
Service # 37577188
758th Bomber Squadron, 459th Bomber Group, Heavy
Entered the Service from: Minnesota
Born: 1925, Died: 22-Aug-44
Missing in Action or Buried at Sea

Awards: Air Medal with Oak Leaf Cluster, Purple Heart

.
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Rank|General Order| Date Award Ribbon & Device
Darwin Ritchey Cpl  |Go #2541 | og/1oi04am ([ 1
Darwin Ritchey Cpl |Go #3511 | ogrz0/104amoLcC | N | 4@

AM= Air Medal

OLC = Oak Leaf Cluster (For Second AM)




Air Medal Criteria: The Air Medal is awarded to any persdmoywhile serving in any capacity in or with the
armed forces of the United States, shall havergjstshed himself by meritorious achievement while
participating in aerial flight. Awards may be madeecognize single acts of merit or heroism or for
meritorious service.. Examples of personnel wloasebat duties require them to fly include thosthmattack
elements of units involved in air-land assaultsregjaan armed enemy and those directly involvediiiborne
command and control of combat operations.

Purple Heart Metal Criteria: Awarded as an entitlement entitlgabn being killed or wounded in a manner
meeting the specific criteria of AR 600-8-22: (fh)dny action against an enemy of the U.S.; (2niaction

with an opposing armed force of a foreign countryhich the Armed Forces of the U.S. are or hawenbe
engaged




459" Bomb Group; Giulia Airfield, Italien

756™ Bomb Squadron 757" Bomb Squadron

758" Bomb Squadron 759" Bomb Squadr Tail Design
of the 758th

15" Air Force & 459th Bomb Group - 758th Bomb Squadron Patch

Plane Info
Date Plane SN Location MACR # Model #
440822 B-24 44-40326 Hungary 15457 J-155-CO

MACR = Missing Air Crew Report

2T 52AC



459th Bombardment Group (H)

Constituted as 459th Bombardment Group (Heavy)®Nay 1943. Activated on 1 Jul 1943. Trained for
combat with B-24's. Moved to Italy, Jan-Feb 1944 assigned to Fifteenth AF. Engaged primarilytiategic
bombardment, Mar 1944-Apr 1945, attacking suchetzrgs oil refineries, munitions and aircraft faiets,
industrial areas, airfields, and communicationgexnin Italy, France, Germany, Poland, Czechogiaya
Hungary, Austria, Rumania, Bulgaria, Yugoslaviaj &reece.

Received a DUC for leading the 304th Wing througéray interceptors and intense flak to raid anedfand
aircraft assembly plant at Bad Voslau on 23 Aprdl%uring combat the group also flew some suppudlt a
interdictory missions. Struck railroads in Mar 1344ut enemy supply lines leading to the Anziodbdeead.
Participated in the pre-invasion bombing of southenrance in Aug 1944. Hit railroad bridges, depats]
marshalling yards during Apr 1945 to assist Allfectes in northern Italy. Returned to the US in Aug
Inactivated on 18 Aug 1945.

Redesignated 459th Bombardment Group ( Very Heailgtted to the reserve. Activated on 19 Apr 1947
Redesignated 459th Bombardment Group ( MediumJyime 1949. Ordered to active duty on 1 May 1951.
Assigned to Stragic Air Command. Inactivated onJibe 1951. Reassigned 459th Troop Carrier Group(
Medium )Allotted to the reserve. Activated on 26 1855. Reassigned 459th Air Lift Wing and serveéirst
Gulf War. Reassigned in 2004 and current statudthBir Tanker Wing, based at Andrews AFB



What Happened that week:

FRIDAY, 18 AUGUST 1944

STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Fifteenth Air Force):
370 fighter-escorted B-17s and B-24s bomb 5 oil
Rumania; 89 B-24s, with fighter cover, bomb Alibuna
detachment of the 94th Fighter Squadron, 1st Fighte
Aghione, Corsica with P-38s returns to base at Sals

SATURDAY, 19 AUGUST 1944

STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Fifteenth Air Force):
Bombing the Ploesti, Rumania area for the fourth
supported by 125 P-51s blast 2 oil refineries.

SUNDAY, 20 AUGUST 1944

STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Fifteenth Air Force):

460+ B-24s and B-17s, some fighter-escorted, bom
marshalling yard at Szolnok, Hungary and oil refine
Czechoslovakia, and Czechowice and Auschwitz, Polan

MONDAY, 21 AUGUST 1944

STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Fifteenth Air Force):
117 B-24s, escorted by P-51s, bomb Nish Airfield
with P-51 escort, hit Hajduboszormeny Airfield, Hun
sweep, some making low-level strafings on parked ai
detachments of the 27th and 71st Fighter Squadrons,
operating from Aghione, Corsica with P-38s, return
and the detachment of the 37th Fighter Squadron, 14
from Corsica with P-38s, returns to base at Triolo

TUESDAY, 22 AUGUST 1944

MEDITERRANEAN THEATER OF OPERATIONS (MTO)

refineries around Ploesti,
r Airfield, Yugoslavia. The
r Group, operating from
ola Airfield, Italy.

consecutive day, 65 B-17s

b the airfield and
ries at Dubova,
d.

, Yugoslavia. 102 B-24s,
gary which 46 other P-51s
rcraft. In Italy, the

1st Fighter Group,

to base at Salsola Airfield;
th Fighter Group, operating
Airfield.

STRATEGIC OPERATIONS (Fifteenth Air Force): Aroun
51s and P-38s bomb hit targets in Austria and Germa
Odertal, Germany; B-24s bomb oil refineries at Korn
Germany, and oil storage at Lobau, Austria.

d 530 B-17s and B-24s supported by P-
ny; B-17s bomb oil refineries at
euburg, Austria and Blechhammer,



Darwin’s ship was shot down on Mission # 95 to badire synthetic oil refineries at Blechhammer, Gamy
August 22, 1944 - a long difficult eight and a Hadfur trip if you made it. The 459th Bomb Groupti&planes
that day, 50 airmen MIA that day on a terrible nuas 2 each from the 758th Bomb Squadron and §&h/
Bomb Squadron and one from the 757th Bomb Squaéibof us who flew missions to Blechhammer,
Germany remember those missions as being one obtighest ever because of flak, fighters, weathdr a
sweating out low fuel status because of the digtamd resistance encountered.



15th (Strategic) Army Air Force / 304th Bomb Wing59th BG / 758th Bomb Squadron
STRATEGIC OPERATIONS -August 22, 1944

(Fifteenth Air Force):Around 530 B-17s and B-24pported by P-51s and P-38s bomb hit targets inrfust
and Germany; B-17s bomb oil refineries at Odeai;many; B-24s bomb oil refineries at Korneuburgs#ia
and Blechhammer, Germany, and oil storage at Lohastyia.

SN 44-40326 458th Bombardment Group Heavy Crew:

Sidney L Ruff — 0705144 - Pilot - LWA (Lightly woundedRTD (Returned to Duty 9-2-44)
1st Lt 758 Squadron

Robert W Mills - 0767608 - Co-pilot — LWA (Lightly wounded®TD 9-1-44
2nd Lt 758 Squadron

Harold Rau Jr. — 0716945 - BombardierRTD
2nd Lt 758 Squadron

Melvin Mendelson- 12086358 - Engineer Gunner (Top TurretRJA
S/Sgt 758 Squadron
Tablets of the Missing at Florence American Cenyefidorence, Italy

Darwin L Ritchey - 37577188 — Left Waste GunnekiA
Cpl. 758 Squadron
Tablets of the Missing at Florence American Cenyefidorence, Italy

Earl A. Chamberlain - 12167958 - Tail GunnerPOW - Repatriated
Sgt. 758 Squadron

Albert Murillo — 39294002 — nose? Gunnd{IA
Cpl 758" Squadron
Tablets of the Missing at Florence American Cenyefidorence, Italy

August M Dietrich Jr. - 32750987 - Right Waist gunner - Radio OperatBTP 8-29-44
S/Sgt 758 Squadron

Glen L. Allen - 37240141 — ARM Gunner (Ball Turret?KiA
S SG 758 Squadron
Sicily-Rome American Cemetery Nettuno, Italy



Delaine (Sister), Leo, Lillie (Parents) and Darwin

Roger Hanson (my Uncle) and Darwin (My Great Uncle)




More Pictures

Darlene Ritchey, Darwin and
Donna Nickerson (Hanson) My Mother



Who am I? (and why)

| am the Son of Mike and Donna (Hanson) Nickerson
Donna is the daughter of Harold and Deloris (RiygH#¢anson
Deloris was the Sister of Darwin.

| have always been interested in airplanes andergtinterested in genealogy. Then one day whilartg
with my Mother, she said to me “If | die some dayst want someone to know what the heck | am gleitth
and old slingshot”. That slingshot was Darwin’slavas given to her by what | knew a “Grandma Riythe

My memories of Grandma were visiting her in a wiiteise in Fergus Falls and playing with some |fithestic
monkeys or something like a plastic barrel in allanarrel until you got to a small monkey inside.
remember her as a very nice lady and knew my Mdtvexd her very much.

The slingshot made me ask what his name was agdibeing somewhat of a computer freak, | starting
searching the world wide web. In a few hours Infdtnis middle initial, a few hours later, his Arregrial
number. Days later, | found the Squadron and ptessrew members. |then learned of a MACR (migsiin
crewman'’s report). | ordered it thru paypal and ha@mailed to me in three days. Ok, now | tgtéiboked
and | remembered my days with a metal detectoribgegwvay on some hard ground when the detectordfoun
something, | was excited to dig it up. To find mabout Darwin, all that was needed now was to dig.
Sometimes you get a pop cap and other times a sileecury dime.

Once | received the MACR, It listed the fellow crean of Darwin’s. At this point is seems like he@ning
to life. | fall asleep thinking of where next Iwdd search next, the men’s home towns perhapsearfimilies
own research.

Today | found that the Radio operator that survitrexlcrash had recorded some transcripts of hiereqres
and someone had entered them into the Library obéss (see nest page), which | immediately emdil a
expect a copy of that interview in a few days.

| have learned so much in the past month. TheOD8E324's built, 2 left flying today, The Ford pkathat was
turned into a mile long assembly plant crankingadudut one B-24 an hour.

In the end, | am completely baffled how many soutse lost, Awestruck on the airplane losses PER DAY
and completely humbled by what those brave folkstrhave gone thru. We throw the term hero outethes
days much too freely. Those men and women (I egamore about WASP too) really saved our country.
Think about it, if not for people like Darwin, walilve be where we are today?

All I can say is thank you Darwin, May God blessiysoul by our remembrance of him.

Russ



August 25, 2009

WOW!!! Thrill of my life! 1 Today I received the envelope from the Librafgongress called the

Veterans History Project. | had requested it dffeund some reference on the Internet that tderaperator
on Darwin’s ship had given an interview for thetbrg project (Interview is in the back of this pgof. The
interview was from Mr. August (Gus) Dietrich. Guas the right waste gunner on the plane Darwinimasgn
the interview, it stated Gus was living in GreelevNC in 2004. Well, | went to 411.com, enteres i@me and
bang, a number showed up of August Dietrich JrthWie excitement of a schoolboy, | dialed the nendnd
a lady answered. | asked her if August Jr. waethe there was a Jr. listed (assuming it was &g’ The
Lady asked me what | wanted and I told her aboutesgarch of Darwin and WWII. She then told me tha
August was not junior but August himself and asiteédvould like to talk with him. My heart DROPEDA
few moments Mr. Dietrich answered the phone. Hie theat most crews had a picture of them in frdrthe
plane but they did not. He said he would lookde & he had any pictures and would send me soime ¢buld
find them. | asked him if he remembered Darwin sefdrred to him as “ritchey”. He said they lowedlay
cribbage together and referred to him as his “@ggbbuddy” On that August 22 day, he told me teawvas the
right waste gunner across from Darwin and when thene shot at by a couple of German ME109’s, adoun
hit Darwin and about took his leg off. When thegshed, he had a hold of Darwin but due to hisieguand
no life jackets, couldn’t hold on to him.

| can’t imagine that! August told me his healthswa the best (at 86). Tomorrow | am going to skimd a
thank you letter for his phone call and for beinfgend of Darwin. UNBELIVABLE!!!

Dietrich Jr, August M

Greenville, NC 27858-8699
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Miscellaneous Notes and Information

12167958 CHAMBERLAIN EARL A - ROCHESTER NEW YORK
Private Air Corps Rochesten+ NY 1942
Enlisted 9-30-1942 (Born 1921)

GRADE CODE Colonel or Superintendent of Nurses or Contracg&on or First Sergeant or Captain or Chief Pefficer Acting
Appointment

DATE REPORT: DAY (DD)8-22-44 [ Heavy Bomber / 459

AREA European Theatre: Hungary

LATEST REPORT DATE: DAY (DD)6-7-45 Individual has been reported through saicomsidered official

STATUSReturned to Military Control, Liberated or Repated

DETAINING POWERGERMANY

CAMP Stalag 13D Nuremburg (Oflag 73) Bavaria 49-11

CHAMBERLAIN EARL A (127 GREEN KNOLLS DR APT B ROCHESTER | NY‘ 14621|0
#(+, R -$ l44% %) & 1J0 1)#+&0+1*21-34
53$ 54654545 3 Lx 071 #

Unclaimed fund$ittp://wwel.osc.state.ny.us




‘High Flight’ By John Gillespie Magee, Jr

Oh, I have slipped the surly bonds of earth, Andced the skies on laughter silvered wings;
Sunward I've climbed and joined the tumbling mi@thsun-split clouds and done a hundred
things You have not dreamed of -- Wheeled and slcand swung High in the sunlit silence.
Hov'ring there I've chased the shouting wind aland flung My eager craft through footless
halls of air. Up, up the long delirious, burningi®ll've topped the wind-swept heights with
easy grace, Where never lark, or even eagle flewd, avhile with silent, lifting mind I've trod
The high untrespassed sanctity of space, Put odttangl, and touched the face of God.

Darlene Ritchey (Darwin’s Sister)












September 3, 2009

Thank you for indulging me in all of this stuff and hope you find it as interesting as | did.
Thru this project | have met one of the guys on th@lane with Darwin and Mr. Reid M
Waltman (1st Lt Navigator 758 Squadron) who thru hs help | have learned much. Mr.
Waltman was also so kind as to also add most of thinformation on his website in
memory of Darwin:

http://www.459bg.org

Darwin’s info is at http://www.459bg.org/Ritchey Darwin L.cfm

Last email from Mr. Waltman:
Reid writes:

Hi Russ, General Orders (GOs) were issued by the 15th A F for Awards and Honors to the
Servicemen servicing in the MTO, Mediterranean Theater of Operation ,and came to the
15th AF from the various Bomb Group, Fighter Group and Recon Group

Headquarters as recommendations. The 15th A F Headquarters then approved and
issued the GOs. | have a paper copy of G Os # 2541 and 3511, which includes a group of
individuals receiving the named awards. If you want a copy, please advise

and | will look these up and send them to you as Lynn Keener got these last

summer at Maxwell AFB.

The Air Medal was awarded for the first five missions flown and for every succeeding five ( 5,10,15....
), until later in WWII where they were given at #5 then for every 10 ( 5, 15, 25....).

Air Medals were also given to gunners for unassisted shooting down of a German Fighter. We had a
301st tail gunner that had AM/130LC. Three of those were awarded for fighters. (Daniel Boone of
the 15th AF)

Lynn


















